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INTRODUCTION

Herbert E. Gregory (1917) in his classic report on the Navajo Indian Reser-
vation mentions a silver and gold occurrence in the Carrizo Mountains. Gregory
did not locate this reported occurrence and there is no other reference to it
in the literature. Some old mine workings, once thought to be related to ura-
nium-vanadium prospecting, examined by the author in 1985 are believed to be
the so-called Carrizo "gold" mine.

HISTORICAL SUMMARY

The following historical summary is taken from Gregory (1917, pg. 140).
In 1891 two groups of prospectors, at the request of the Navajos, were removed
by the Sixth Cavalry for prospecting in the Carrizo's without permission. The
ejected men filed a protest stating that "very valuable deposits of gold and
silver had been located".

The Secretary of the Interior appointed a commission to look into these
claims. This commission, chaired by General A. McD. McCook, U.S. Army, visited
the Carrizo's in May, 1892. General McCook was accompanied by J.C. Allyn,
two geologists, and three professional prospectors. During two weeks in the
mountains they found small amounts of copper and iron pyrite, but no gold, silver
or lead deposits. Eighteen of the most promising samples were assayed; three
samples averaged 2.95 ounces of silver and 0.015 and 0.025 ounces of gold per
ton. The Commissioner of Indian Affairs then issued a report stating "that the
region was barren of metallic wealth and worthless for mining purposes".

In 1901 a party led by Tom Leaden entered the Carrizo's and at the most
promising locality, sank a shaft to the depth of 15 feet. All that was encounter-
ed was some copper stains on joints near the surface. The following year the
shaft was deepened to a depth of 47 feet, and the entire Carrizo's were pros-
pected, but no mineral deposits were located. Additional prospecting in 1907
failed to locate anything of value.

LATER DEVELOPMENTS

Records of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, U.S. Department of the Interior,
indicate that on May 10, 1921 the Navajo Mining Company leased 80 acres in
sections 29 and 30, T. 13 N., R. 5 W., Navajo Baseline and Meridian, Apache
County, Arizona. This lease was covered by U.S. Mineral Survey No. 3643.
According to old maps showing the Navajo Land Survey, this location would be
near Milepost 12 immediately west of Beclabito.

The Bureau of Indian Affairs records also show that in April 1921, some
1,500 pounds of ore were shipped from the lease, for which Navajo Mining
Company received $68.33 (see Appendix). The commodity mined was not listed
nor was the destination of the ore. It is very possible that the shipment was
made for copper to a smelter at Durango, Colorado. The only known mine
workings in the vicinity of Milepost 12, in Apache County are the ones described
in this report.
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PREVIOUS GEOLOGIC INVESTIGATIONS

During the early 1940's the exposures of the Salt Wash ~Iember of the
Morrison Formation, around the perimeter of the Carrizo Mountains, were mapped
and prospected by geologists of Union Mines Development Corporation, a con-
tractor for the Army's ~Ianhattan Engineer District. Their interest was the
uranium resources of the Salt Wash.

A map prepared by Coleman (1944) showed two mine shafts on the Salt
Wash approximately three miles west of Beclabito Trading Post (Figure 1).
However, no descriptions of these workings were given in the text of Coleman's
report.

In the early 1950's the mountains, and surrounding areas were mapped in
detail by John D. Strobell, Jr. of the U.S.Geological Survey. Preliminary geologic
maps of the 7 1/2' topographic quadrangles were made available to Atomic Energy
Commission (AEC) geologists working in the area. These maps were later open-
filed as Trace Elements Memorandum (TEM) reports. Several of the 16 quad-
rangles released as TEM's showed details of the igneous geology of the Carrizo
Mountains. Whereas the published map, OM-160, showed only the igneous geology
on the perimeter of the Carrizo Mountains.

While the author was employed by the AEC, I noted two mine symbols in
a fault zone, in the Salt Wash, on a copy of TEM-425 (Strobell, 1952). These
symbols were in the same area as those shown by Coleman. On the published
map OM-160 (Strobell, 1956) they were omitted. During his time in the Carrizos
(1953-1958) the author never investigated the area of the mine symbols as there
was no activity in that area of the Carrizos during the uranium boom.

RECENT INVESTIGATIONS

While relocating, and mapping abandoned uranium mines in the Salt Wash
Member of the Morrison Formation, south of Beclabito Trading Post, for the
New Mexico Bureau of Mines and Mineral Resources, the author noticed a "copper
mine" marked on the Provisional, 1982 edition of the 7 1/2 minute Beclabito, New
Mexico-Arizona topographic quadrangle (Figure 2). The copper mine was in the
same area as the shaft symbols on Coleman's map.

The author, accompanied by Virginia T. McLemore of the New Mexico
Bureau of Mines and Mineral Resources, examined the area of the copper mine
on May 24,1985. The workings were mapped and sampled, and some Photographs
taken. We believe these workings are those of the Carrizo "gold" mine described
by Gregory (1917). In correspondence with J.D. Strobell, Jr. (personal communica-
tion, 1986), he stated that his field assistant had mapped the area of the fault
and mine symbols shown on TEM-425, and he had never seen the mine workings,
and could not comment on our observations.

LOCATION

The old mine is located approximately 2.5 miles west of the settlement of
Beclabito, New Mexico in Apache County, Arizona (Figure 2). The mine workings
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are in SE 1/4, NW 1/4 section 31, T.40 N., R. 31 W. Gila and Salt River, Baseline
and Meridian, projected. The ruins of a cabin (Photos 1 and 2), some 500 feet
east of the main mine workings, can be reached by a series of rough, dirt roads
that leaves New Mexico State Highway 504 about 1.5 miles northwest of Beclabito
Trading Post (Figure 2). A trail leads from the cabin to the lower mine work-
ings.

GEOLOGIC SETTING

The host rocks at this mineralized occurrence are sandstone beds in the
upper part of the Salt Wash Member of the Morrison Formation of Jurassic
age. A canyon where the mine workings are located has been eroded into the
sandstone as the result of a series of small, parallel, normal faults. The fault
zone trends N 650 E and can be traced through the canyon for some 2,500
feet. The faults are nearly vertical to an inclination of 810 to the south.
Actual displacement across the fault zone could not be determined, but the
south side is downdropped.

In the vicinity of the two shafts, copper stains of malachite and some
minor azurite coat fractures and are disseminated into the adjacent sandstone.
Some dark gray sulfide minerals are also present in the sandstone. The sandstone
beds on both sides of the canyon are highly fractured, with the most fractures
paralleling the fault zone. This fracture system is especially evident in the
collar of the shaft (Photo 7).

Fractures in the small prospect pit east-northeast of the lower shaft,
strike N 300 E and the shattering of the rocks indicate another small fault zone.

In the vicinity of the lower shaft the beds of the Salt Wash Member are
dipping about ISo to the northeast. In the area between the two shafts the
dip has increased to 260. The increase is due to underlying sills of the Carrizo
laccoli th.

West of the upper shaft the beds of the Salt Wash Member are intruded
by at least 5 separate sills. The sills have intruded along bedding surfaces and
reach a maximum thickness of 10 feet. The interbedded Salt Wash units can
be up to 20 feet thick. The upper prospect pit is in one of these sandstone
units between two of the sills.

No anomalous radioactiyity was noted anywhere on the property

DESCRIPTION OF THE WORKINGS

The lower shaft is located on the south side of the mouth of a small
canyon. Near the shaft are the ruins of some old mine buildings (Photos 3,4,and
6). The shaft is approximately 7 feet square and completely open (Photo 7).
A tape dropped down into the shaft indicated a minimum depth of 60 feet.
Material removed from the shaft has been used to construct a dump with a
loading area (Photo 5). Some 250 feet northeast of this shaft is a small prospect
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pit on the north side of the canyon (Figure 3).

Approximately 500 feet up the canyon from the lower shaft is evidence of
another shaft, now filled with sediment. This shaft was sunk in the bottom of
the canyon. Nearby is a concrete slab that could have been the base for a
hoist (Figure 3). Just west of this shaft is the remains of a rock dam (Photos
8 and 9). It appears to have been built for flood control. Immediately east of
the upper shaft is the remains of rock and log culvert (Photo 10).

Another 800 feet up the canyon from the upper shaft is a small prospect
pit on the north wall of the canyon. This working appears to have been the
western most mine symbol shown on TEM-425. A well constructed trail leads
from the area of the lower shaft to this west prospect pit (Photos 11 and 12).
The trail was built along the north wall of the canyon.

SAMPLES

Two of the samples collected were analyzed in the laboratories of the
New Mexico Bureau of Mines and Mineral Resources, Socorro, New Mexico.
Sample No.1 was a grab sample from a copper-stained fracture in the floor of
the canyon near the upper shaft (Figure 3). Sample No.4 was a grab of copper-
stained sandstone from the pit northeast of the lower shaft (Figure 3).

~Samole No .G:.QM CODDer ~ Z.i!!£ Uranium Oxide

Tr
Tr

13.32
89.18

0.95
1.84

<0.02
<0.02

0.008
0.01

0.002
0.0014

Gold and silver are in ounces per ton, all other assays are weight percent.
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APPENDIX

u.s. DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR, BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
CORRESPONDENCE CONCERNING THE NAVAJO MINING COMPANY OF THE

CARRIZO "GOLD" MINE PROPERTY
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11 0 ':i' I CR.

..

- h~vL~S anj oujeoticus to of~o~ ,olh7 thig loaao cho~d not bo

6ranJ~od as al)~lied io~ t r~y ~roncut tho asce L, this office on

Or Dci'ora July 20th. 1920, and .tho ~O \"1ilJ. have due consido~-

stion.~

San Juan Agency,
Shiprock, 1;0.1 Ue:rlco
July 5,1920.

,., -L ~ "--'- ..~--~. -,..,..- _,.-,~T-."" ~._,.-;,,-,~ -.'~'-;"'~T'-- .~-~'",~"",,'-"".~'-'~, '""'.-;--~ -.'.~' , or. i. . -



,.

~nn Junn l~dl~n School.
Shiproo;c. llew llo:c1co.

.July 21, 1CJ20.

CommiS3ioncr of Indian Affairs;
'fiaM1:l;ton; D. C..

,'Sir:

"".,'.,. '. "

.I have the ho'nar to trans~it hQro~i th co~~~lcatlon ~ro~
L. G. KoU~. S;)oro'~,,"r:7 of the llnvajo !lining Co:I1'un~. enolo81~B
~o~-al ~pplicat1on for n Qinlng lease covering minin~ cl~i~s
locBt~d on tho Carr1so ~o~tain. in tho 3tato of Ari~on3 and
\7ithln tho San J~~ Ee5cr~tion. ~. Aslly D~bmit8 ~/1th his
np91ication the following papors:. .

Certi!1Dd ooP1 of tho Art1cle8 of Inco~oration of tae
llavajo llin:1.:oi.g Co:.1paJlY; .

J\:f'fid£].'V'i~ showing aa:tb:DDit:r of tne o:t'ficers to e=ecu.te
tho ap~lic~ ti.cn;

Certificate ot ths Arizona COrpQT3tion Co~~ission.
sho'f1ing i'.lll co~'Pi~nce S: 't7i th the local J~l=onn !3tn. tutes;

Two oopiea of the a~proved platts ~nd t~o copies of
the field notes, covsrill.g the S'.lr'V'°Y of the, claims; .

Certificate of ~r7 ~. ilil~9, Count7 P~oorde? f A~aoheCounty, 
tJizonn, shO'711ng tra.ns:fer b7Quit Claim Deed, 'to

the Havajo. lilning COCPLlDY. .' ..
.." " ."

'. .'.
~ addition to the ~8p&rs sub~1tted b~ Ur. ~11j thore

1s also enclosod herc~ith du~licate oo~ies oi Notice of Lo-
cat ion covering lla7a jo Ui:ling Cl~iI:l. s 19ned by :1ei'hi Johnson,
J. ::7. .1:311;;, E. L. Jonsen, and :7all!1Oe Johnson; 110t1oe of Lo-
cation 0-:: l~a"7a.jo Uining C1ai!!1 ~Io. 1, s1g!lsd by !ie!,ili Johnson,J '7 -~ 11 J "" "", ..,. '. II J hn d 1., -J J '-- :..9 7. ilOOu I o-.m~, l~a ace 0 £on, e..n I.;"'. o~-
son: l1o~ioe 0-:: Lo°.nt.10n c.~veri~'::; lIc.'7a~o ~.ii!!in;;r; C;J.aiG ilo. Z\. ";1
ni~ed OJ !le"Ur1i Jonnson ;1D.l~ce ~9flr.~On, aJ~aob .f. latIng'. cI.,.
Kel17, DoDd 11.. lie Ja~son; .iiotlce 0:2 JJoc~tion co~ering lIa.vnjo

-
'..~~ r'.',';--' ..



-'"
LIining Clnb 110. ~. oi3IlOd by !Je~hi Joll.n~on. J. ~:1. l.:olly. ,:\:"
1:.:. L. JvnooIl, '.liD.ll~co JoM:1Cn, ~j. r.[. John!)on. Jacob ~1. ~'.;"':,':;
YounP;. ~Dd Joo. Edconds. i'/ith tiJaso npn11c~tlons is the ':;,":','i.,t""
o!.J.vDlope in ':7hich tho:; ":10ro cnclooed hI tho C.torJc ~ho ro- :':" ~ ':,':';
celved taco. n~o\71ns that tho~. ,"iore filcd in this o=fice ,:':';:'.;,.'.:
rto'7o!:lber 19 1CJ1CJ. at 4:40 2.~. TIlere is Rt...ac:"../Jd to t:,~.~~:,r'~
tho38 livticos of Loc1J.tio:l not,"ltion ~de 07 O;l801f sho"Ring ,'~~:'::i,':::,'::~
th~t J. :7. K811'9' and l1ophi JoMoon ~I.le theEO locations n~' '.~.."":.;'~'I~~:.t ...h ... in l n 19 hil 4' b. :'~- SO tl'i:l" a tlonu..':lO:l"S A.ug-.ls.., '.I ,VI 6 "ae7 ';7cro ere ,r...':'.'1";
iiai ting for ]:or:nission to do DO. On June 11., 19199 jOU ' '"
g::-nnted -permission .to, J. "I. Aell,. ~nd ilephi .Johnson, Jr.,. ..' .-,'
ot ;Je.:r7r:fV'111ep Utah. to nogotlats .for Do ci:ling le~s8.' ",' " .;'.
(L-C 47575-19 71])'.:1)., Thezo CJn CQ:Q8 to the roaervation far .' "..."
tho purposo of pro8~ctL~~ ~dar th13 ~or~it. .1 refused them
porciasion to go on the resor\.ation and ~lr9d to yo~ in ro- :
gaxd to the ~";.tQr.. T~QBe:non ,;,/ere supposed to -recain b;!)ro
at the hotel pending your reply, b~t as I nf...e~ards learned.
taeJ proceeded to Car=1DO Youn~ain and prospected nad set up
n Cvn~Qnt on the ~o~d p ~hich they reul1~ loc8~ed on ~o~cber '
1. 1~19. at noo~t threa or fo!xr 0' clock in the ~o=ning. As Q .t ...~ ~ '.' " 1' -r did ~ t ' - ti tI:la lIor 0... .I.~c'" .I. ;1. .:..e .L..;I nolo co~e on .as ~oDerva on n
all. ~d the. ~~rso~ w~o repreuented hi~sa1~ to be J. W. Kelly
wes in f~ot, z. L~ J(inGe~. ~~oro is cnoloued a letter fr~
~. G. ~Gl17, dat~d Ju1j 13, 1920. toget~ar ~ith carbon Oop7 of
my ro~ly thcrsto, ~der date of Jul; 19, 1320; report ot~ ~k
\'i. f:.adcli:ffe, GeceraJ. ::.feche..Tlio p dated Jill"]' 1:5, 1920. -:;ho Visited
the cla~s ~i th the cap of locution ~do b7 Earr7 E. Jones.
United Statos :li=er~ S~veJor. of PAoeni:, ~ri=ona; copy of
notice :!,os.ted .by-..~e n1.~_9-~~c!.E~~_a_s;ta_1;-~_"Q9_~~~qft_up _"t:.9._~p.4,_in=- .
clcidi:1c;. Jtll.;}' 20 l'JZO. ': ,: .°--- =:-1--

l!:!". Jacob ';'1. Io'C.Dg originail;r c~ to. the ressl"'"mtion
as n ~ining ~gineer nnd has been on tho gro~d ~re or lens
oont1n~ouslJ since October 31. 1319. ~ost of OJ discussion.
or ~atter .pe~~~tn~g to ci~~ 1easos has been ~ith ~~. Young-,
In this 'conr.ect1on I invite your' Q.t;t.an~~ to the follovring .
sentence in ~. ~ollJ"s lattcr oz 'J~ 24, 1920. "I havs ~cor:-~:,".:
poz-ntsd U the lease the s-o:.gzo:Jt1ons '::~c~ YO1l L1e..de to :a. 7011!lg:..'.,
~hile he -;;ag ";:...ers .os Tb.ese o~g;e.Bti9~_a _TJ'le.re a 12-1/2% :ro~.t7'::
and tr.c inser~ion 0= a clause :L."l t.'l8 ~ ":1r.ich ';7o"J.ld give tbe:~.:,~'.
Secratnr;:; oz the I!~~erior ~tltho:-i tj to 1i::Ji t the s:J.l3.1'ies -::hiah' ~~.
~l~ht ~e ~aid to tho o~ficQrs of t~e co~or~tion uhich ~i~t.taks
Over these clai;:)s, it ;j,avi:-~8 bsen ~ad.a vcr"";' ales.r to =e tiie.t' 1 t ":'.::
wa3 the intention of t~ese .~n to organi=e a corporation far ~h.~.,.~

..:. .0 ~O'o
.~.

./

,-

., '. .., '.- ..'" ..'



1"'{
.ptlrpO:JO of tak1n~ O"Tor ~l1d handlln.cj tho 80 cl~lt1o. I discussed

VCr'J ~roel'7 ':Tith .:.::r. YOtl.'"1g' tile i'.:lct tn3t tl:.e corpO1"~tion collld .
~aJ ~~ch salnrics to itn o!ficor3 and s~ocL~olJers as to on-
tiroll elbinato e.n-:{ ro~,~lt'] co:;1i:1g to the ~il1vajo Indi~ng from.::
.th.i:8 sourco. YO'.1 "3ill obser7o th.." t ';lhilo ~.. ~olly oa;rs he .
}la.S "incor"Oornted in tho louse. the suggestion3 ':/hich ~-ou ooda :.:.~.
to 1ir. Yaung' t, that he hns not done so. D.!ld ~3 not filad l1i tb. :
~ a.n7 laase whnt~..,er.. I do not :::now o.f an:] resson dny he '.
should have oci tted. this very essentl-?l part. 1'or t}:.e reason
that ~. Young 71D.S f-.u-nished with the DeCO8S3.ry bla~n tor ox-

" ecut1ng the. 1e.ase.. .'.',

...,,: ...:
, .

ot',',-
.~

' .: ~' '. .-:.: ..Attention ls' 1'nvlted to the- :fact thnt a,UT)llcstlon ;t;~11:e-ase

covers clai~s blo':ln a8.~ln-rajo,.1"o.vnjo lIo. 1.. l1avajo lto., 2~ n...,d.
navajo iio. 4. The ~p enclosed shows lle.'ro.jo No.. 3,. liavajo 110.5
end. lla7njo Ilo. 0 9, unsu~ejed.. Under' "date o~ ITovemoer 11,. 191<)..9
£rven L. Jensen and JO8- Edmonds i'11ed a "Drotest..; in this o:f.fi~e
agnirlst "~he ections of otr..er ~rospectors. and locatQl"'sl1 Bt~i!lg
clalI:15 a=d disC07erj :lonurJsrtts on ~in1ng clabs !lJllde b.7 them,.
espscbil:T vrotas;~g .~g~inst S":.1ch fictIon by J.. 3. P.ee6e~.li. R. .
Ircrin. ~d Charle~ A.. Erothers. ~ho~ it is clai~ad9 performed
5nCh cot on 'J13~s 1, 2, 3? and 4. In order to ~ke' ~~~1~ pro-
test 7erj Sjeeping tAe~ entc~d pro~es~ .~~ain3~ ~nJ oti1ar loc~-
tors ;,~o r..a.ve ~ or ~7 file claios ""'pon ~Q~'-:1t=.2-g. cl~bs. 50
:f~ as I ~ a:iars,. neither 1l.r. Je~sen. nc~ l.!l'. -=.d.:.10~dS. ~or a..~J'
of the ~erso~g i~terested in the present aE~licnt~on ha7e any
interest in tr.e il8,vajo C13b 110.'~. ~t an:]' rate ~o. ~; is not
invol~ed i:1 the present report.. ljei~r lrr. -4ees-e, !J:r.. Irwin.-.
nor l::r.. 'Brothers. or in :f~t any other persall, has filed any
objections to t~ graDti:lg of a J.easo to; this o.c;l!Jany.. .

,~.~~

.~,

.Ths atte~tioD o~ the O~fic5 is invited to the fact that
the .navajo itin~g C~pan7 is a c~rporation or~-ni~ed under the
l~s of Utah, althcrngh the location of the propert~ is in Ari-
zona. It ~SO a~pears b~ the record ~hat llephi Joansan~ Kel27.,:;
1;91mg~ e.nd the ot.i:er arigiD.9.1 locators Mve c~nveysd to this L.
a or'Por~tion b7 deed all the "right g .lands t :lair-g claims ~ a.nd"'~~
:propert;r contaiI:i~g gold. ~ sil-rrer w lead.. capp er. elld. ot~er ~re-'~
cioTts oetal9~1 e. All -:hat c.:lY of these men had to convey at tha:::;
ti:1o this deed. was ~de !Zas' So ri2ht to -nroS1Jeat on t~G Tsser- ..~.
vation.. :t:..'ven i.f they had a lease on th~ land they i1otlld hll~/8 ..':.'

no ri~ht to COD7'37 by dced any" 1.a.nde. c~ing c1i2:.:J3, ~d:{. ~ ~ ' 0 "" " -r .,.. ~. ." t (') .1)"l"o1)ertj"~'. On J~17 ", 1..,::" .~ou:r ~e~ .or~ ~l.r.2.:lC Joers. -.
gother ~ith a !1~i:1g en¥i:i.lear f:.O:1 ~!\.l: 1Me Ci~j c~e to the
roserv~tion and spent tne sovenyn. eisath. ~d 111nth dsj of

-,-.; --.
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tho prCEt:nt t:Ja:lth in Gain&- over thcs~ clajJ:1c. £boutnino
thirty :r:':ridc:r evcuing July 9th. lh-. You.n~ C!iotJQ to c:y houco
and incictcd t~t I for~~rd their QPplication~ to :~our Of-
~ico i~edi~tal:'. and \_~~ vary much peeved th&t I had Siren
~ny notice of tne ~act t~~t they had ~da n~plicatio~ for n
lecso. 2he bCU York fin~:lcicrD ~~d tho S~lt ~:e engineer
did not c~ll on me aftcr theirvinit to thc claics and o~ly
for a fc"i1 %:linutcs on tho cvc':Jj.nSo o:f Jtly 6th. 1i.r. Young

,~ve ~e no 1nt1:-~tion of \O;)Jat the .res-.1.lt of .this '\"'isit \7as.
O;hcr peo~le hev~ stntea t=at the li~ York ~e~ ~ere ~o be-'

"come purc~sors ~f 60% of the cepitsl stoc~ of this co~any.° 1:.::1 perscrlal opinion is t.::.at they haTe inti~ted in no wey

"t7hut action they v:1ll te.tc. but it ia per:fectl.v c.ideDt that
thc ~ocbers of tho carpol.ation 6re tr~in~ to sell their in-
terest in these o,jJJ..i!:ls. l'h..3 .C:tI!.1p~Y '"las !no orpor&ted for e.
rnillicn 'sr~~e6. bnt I ~ aQvised .~for~lly sni unofficial~y ~
th~t the Corpor~tion C~ission of Utah or Arizona caterially
1:educec. the e..7l0ur.."1i of stocJ: in tho corporation e.nd the am,ount
al1.ov/od to eS:.ch of the J:.c"c:ators'.'::.,:. .

T~e attention of the Offic~ 5.s invited to your f11ee
releting to this ~tter &s follo~e: 34739-a9, 27~7-20. ~he
tclef;r~ fror!l your Office to J. to. 1:elly nnc. Rephi Johnson
in Auguet appeers to ha~e been tu-~ed oYer to th~. At leest
I am ~blc to locate it in ~ ~iles.

., .0 .
.II visited the -£our claims in quest ion. and ~ent over the

-entire tract o":f land. I DJ:l able to state that -there is no
J.iving gtre~ ai' o;;a.te:r and axe no ~sprinGs 1nvol ved in .'the .cle..ims.
no Ind.ian ..residences or enclosu.res of anY' 1:ind. In 1"act ~ the
~nd ~Dl\e~ is tbe side of e ,oOUDtaln mostly'rcc~9'_~~ ~ litt2e
scrub timber. It has no value "to the Indians as 8. .1"armng ~ro- ..
pos1~ion. ~ery J.ittle far e:razing puxposes. and none.,.af"~he tim-.,
b~r on".1t is o.f, E.nY cQQ:JlericaJ. value.. If the record is satis-
:f'a.ct('\~ to the .O'!..fice ~'I s~e no 00 jectione "to t:ae g:ranting of.
the lcasG. if n 12-1/2% cleuse is insertad~ and. i~ a ~~~is
inserted L~ ~c lease ~ich ~ill prevent the absorption of ~ny
:royal ty b:; the pa;reent of" cxce ssive salaries to officers of the
corporation. PersoneUy, I ai~1l:e to see leases made to .oor-
porD.tio:lS. for the reason t~t I feel s~e ,the clnims he.,,"e no
co~~cial value es a ~ininG propo~i tion, and the stock selling
p~'t is going to De hard to e~lain to our I n~ians.

~.~:.;-~ .-;'~' " :~j:~~f(~;~t~;

:". ;_.

.;~~.;':~

" . ..,", ...' .' . ":' -
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~ho lionora.clo

~ho ~ooro~rl o! tho lntorior.

Sir:

Zhora 1~ iDcloDcd u lottcr !r~ tho
3nncrlntondon~ of th~ ~~n Juun ~lai~~ re~ervct1on
1.orn~rc.i in G !Ol. coDsld~r~ t,lon the ~ppl1c;1t ion 0::
tho .i~::.,.:\jo l~iDl11~ C;oc;>~'..n:r i'or tL lcUSG covcr1ng
the i'ollo..~1n; L7.cti.llli:.:'oro'Js uinorul ~in1~f; cltliL13
loc~tca on tl10 ~~ Ju~n rcc~~.~tio~ ~~de~ the
pro\-1nionu of ~cc~w1on Z5 of '~r.e ~ct oi JQno 30.
l~19 (~ ~tut. L. l~).

!!~~o of Cla1J.'1

(

~
(

,,~Qatac1 By

Uct1hl Johneon
J..U. :i.cllyE. 

t. Jennan
r;~lltlcs Job.:la on

nAvajo

Bophi Johnson
J. ~1. ~c 'll:I
Jacob \i. Young
tj'cllaoa Jobnn on
u. ~. JohDcon

{
(
{

1

B.a.vajO 110. 1

nepb.1 Johna~n
r;'L1111lQ Q Joh.::1a un
Juoob ;1. i-oi.1..ng
J. ~i. 1::011:1
11. l:.. Job.nson

IZo.vo.jo 110.2

Ifonhi Johnoon
J.~ \'!. ;':011y
E. 1.. Jon~cn
\ltll 1:1.0 C Jollne ml
li. ~. Joh.n~on
J~oob ii. Yo'.ln(J
JoSQph J;dmonu~

lIov~jo Ilo. ~

(( .

(
(
(

~
(

~
(
(
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All o! tho loo~toro hnvo bY.~uitol~1Q
aood oonvo:,"od tho1r 1.ntorootu in thcso cl:...1mn
to tho IIt;.VL;.jo j':'1.n1n[~ COr.:lpl.:.ny (~co col"t1i:1ca.to of.
tho Connt.}F hcool"aor oJ: i~pt.oho County. ~r1: 000).

~ho ~npcl.iDtcndcDt w~nt ovor tho ont1ro
trDoct of It:.:1d covel.cd l,y tilO clt.i~~. t:nd otnto6
th~ t thc:ra 18 110 11 v1:1~ atrctJc of ~.'~ tar. no eprinss t
fio lndl~n ro~1dcncGu v,' c~clo~nrc~ of any ~ind on
tho c1~i~u t ::.nci t 1.J.".:, tJlt~ land lnvolvou 10 on tho
e1do o! u ~ount~in. uoutly rocky v:i th ~o~a Doruo t1m~
bar. 110 iu-:thor ct..tCG ti~~~t tne It'.nd hng no
y{UUG to tho lndl~nD U9 ~ fc~in~ proposition,
vary 11 tt10 i'or [;r~z 1.1\0; )?UL")iODC:J c.:lld DOnG Of tho
timtcr on it is o~ co~crcicl \.~uo.

no oonfl1cting locut1ong h~vo bccn ~do
on thoco clt:i:.".s. 1:.t tho tl:1C trJo nljp11c~t1on for
lo;.jeo \'.'0.0 filcd t tllc ~'J.;:orintcnoc:'lt :posted eo not1co
(c.o:p~' j~el.ei\'it,hj to ttlCi eficct thnt LlDY por~~ h.o:lving
ony objcctiol1f.1 "IiO thc Cj, ntir.r:; oJ: r., J.~St~ t ~ tho
l~:,-v:)jo Uir.ll1G CJQl1~!lY should 1"110 sc..c.o 1n r~ie oi'fice.
lio prote~tu wc,ro recc1 \--ed. ' .0, 0

It ~111 ba noted th~t tho &u~o~1Dtendcnt
hcc a.ttcohcd 11 no to ..~O tha loc.:. tion noticea et~tinlJ
thz:.t n Jolm r:. ~clly ~nd liophi JJ"ancon aro ~ coonero I
and t1!1CO loo!ltionc ~nd eat 11p ::Ol1u=cnte on this
ground in ~u~~st ~h11o ,~~1 tins ior 1)orc1sDion to do
£30.lf '2he loc:-.tion no"~iceo chor: th~t the olt.~1.:1s.~Clro 

lOC.'ltad on !1-o"y£'~.bcrl,_~_~~'/__o.U~~p~.D;~.ng.-
and it is D~t beliovcu th~ t tho u!/pllcation ~or lo~so
choulci bo un:::::.vor:l"ol:,- oon~idcrod on uooonnt of tho
.t~ot tl..:.:.t t.,';oo o:Z tho .loc~'. tort: T:ero OD tho recer;t:tion
I:rior to tho d~to of OpCD1nC. '

It 10 thcroi'o rc reco~cndca thv. t tho ~pp11ca-
t1on of tho ;i{~~uj 0 i-ilninE7 Co~p!:.ny covol"1nr: the four
ol~i:1S r.\cnti onod 0. bo\.o. be t:.l"provcd. tho tLl'plioant

-2-
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.ao~peotfully.~ ' G- ) ~Y1I " ,Co .
,-1 '" :" ,'~/' ,~

..' .r- I..'~"rl-
t j'v17 l' ~::2:'£'('~

AS6ia~!lnt CoQ::11ssioner,

J.2PROV.E::):
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NAVAJO RESERVATION

Metalliferous Receipts

NAVAJO MINING COMPANY

Net Value

(for Royalty)

Royalty

(12.5%)

Official Receipt

Number DateDate Pounds of Ore Total Value FootnoteAmount

11/20/20 132604 11/27/20 $21.00 1

4/21/21 1,500 $68.33 $68.33 $8.54 132686 4/27/21 $8.54 2

5/22/22 5/24/22 $40.00260716 3

5/23/23 5/5/23 $40.00469840 4

TOTAL $68.33 $68.33 $8.54 $109.541,500

1 Advance annual rental on the following mining claims: Navajo, Navajo No. I, Navajo No.2, and Navajo N(

2This royalty was paid prior to the approval of the contract. According to the contract the royalty would have been $5.47 which would

have been offset by the advance rental.

3Second year's advance payment of rental --80 acres at SO.SO/acre.

4Third year's advance payment of rental --80 acres at $0.50jacre.

Compiled from Bureau of Indian Affairs records by the Indian Trust Accounting Division, General Services Administration, May 13, 1979.



Figure Index map of the Four Corners area showinQ the location of the
principa I uranium mines
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Photo 3, Walls of buildings near shaft

Photo 4, Walls of buildings near shaft.





Photo 5, Looking south at old dump at shaft.

Photo 6, Looking south at buildings.
right of center on/ower edge of photo.

Shaft is to the
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Photo 9 Rock dam in canyon at upper shaft location

Photo 10, View southwest up canyon from near upper shaft
Note old culvert in lower left corner, and person
standing at shaft location.




